
San Diego Biodiversity
Michael A. Wall



Numbers and stuff



Arroyo toad (source: Flickr Commons by Alan Harper)

Reptiles & kin

91 species
13 non-native



Mammals
122 species

14 non-native



Bewick’s wren (source: Flickr Commons by Minette Layne)

Birds
521 species

7 non-native



Plants
2447 species

758 non-native



Insects
20,000+ species

?? non-native



What drives diversity in SD?















Geological Diversity = Biological Diversity
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Biological diversity begets biological diversity



San Diego Thorn mint source: Flickr Commons by Alan Harper Willowy monardella source: Flickr Commons by John Rusk source: Flickr Commons by Joe Decruyenaere
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Why care about protecting SD biodiversity?
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“We estimate the annual value of these ecological services provided in 
the United States to be at least $57 billion, an amount that justifies 
greater investment in the conservation of these services.”    

~ BioScience (2006)




